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“A hypothesm is an attempt at explanation of a provisiOnal 's_
explain scientifically some facts or phenomenon.’ >~ Coffey

“A hypothesis directs our search for the order. It is not essential for a h
necessarily true.” - Cohen M. and Negel E. £
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[t also specifies the sources of data that is

o Itexactly determines the data needs. It defines wh
not.
e Theuseof hypothesis prevents a blind search ;
 usually proving irrelevant to the problem. By

othesis also suggests what type of research
§ 4.8 ";‘-q'

mir es the most appropriate technlquegf

thesis contributes to the development of

develops a theory to explain a phen‘é menon,

- Wh a social scientist
theory directly. He tests the hypothesis derived fromit. If the test co
the theory is accepted. This is how hypothesis make it possible to test theor

Following are the important functions of hypothesis:
o Totesttheories
e Tosuggest theories
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To describe (explain) social phenomena (environment situation)







Analogy : Hypothesis is formulated on the basis of analogy or similarity betw

phenomena. Once a similarity or analogy is observed between two phenomena, athes

Sometimes, the slmllanty that is observed in one field may also be noticed in tf
Sield. The theory of Ecology is based on Botany. It is based on the observation of ¢
plants in certain geographical conditions, and on the basis of that the hypot
in Ceﬂam geographical conditions, certain plants shall grow. This is hyp
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